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CHAI RVAN JAMES: Mayor Short?

MAYOR SHORT: Thank you very nmuch. First of all, let
me wel conme you to the Mssissippi Qulf Coast. It's a pleasure to
have you here. Before the last 14 years, | was a nenber of the
House of Representatives. |'ve been a nenber -- mayor of

Qul fport for the past year so | have been on both sides of this
i ssue.

| also like to give credit where credit is due.
Yesterday | was in charge of the weather; today Mayor Holl oway's
in charge of the weather on the Gulf Coast.

Let nme start by taking you back to 1992 and tell you
about the econony in the City of Qulfport. Qur businesses were
closing. The ones that was staying open was hoping that gam ng
woul d conme along. W had a 7 percent unenploynent rate. There
was very few jobs that had good insurance packages, health
benefits or both nenbers of the famly working. This is all
bef ore gam ng.

Now let's |ook at 1998. The econony in Gulfport on
the Mssissippi Gulf Coast is as strong as it's ever been in our
hi story. In Qulfport, every nonth we have approximtely 200
businesses with building permts and 200 residential building
permts.

We've had our first |arge apartnent conplex that was
built in the last ten years. More people are enployed now than
ever before. As these gentlenen have said before, if you don't
have a job now it's because you don't want to work.

Qur city taxes -- our tax increase of sales tax has

nore than doubled. W' re approxinmately a million dollars a nonth
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right now, and this is also because of the gamng industry and
t he draw.

Before | go on to sonme other things in the gam ng, |
want to tell you sonmething that the gam ng famlies has done when
they've noved to the coast, and when | say famlies, |I'mtalking
about the people who work at the casinos. And |I'm going to use
one exanple out of many, the Special dynpics, which | have been
involved in for 29 years.

We have casinos who take their enployees, and when we
have our state ganmes and our area ganes, they develop what's
called Aynpic villages. They bring out gifts and toys for our
kids. They man these ganmes for ny Special Oynpic kids that comne
here, 2500 in the nonth of May.

If | have ny very special fishing rodeo, another
casino furnishes all the food. Now, they give noney, but npney
is not the nost inportant part. It is the type of people that
t hey have working here that get involved with our community and
with the people that come down from our state. So they are very
good corporate citizens and we are very pleased to have them

Now, I'd |ike to talk to you a little bit about sone
false information that's cone out about crine. Sure, you see
some crinmes rates that's going up in our city but let nme tell you
the things that you probably don't read, is that we had an
annexation in Qulfport that doubled the size of ny city.

W have mllions of new tourists that cone to town
now that we did not have before. So we basically have the sane
type of problens that they have in Olando and other major cities

where you have a trenmendous amount of grow h.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(9ND\ 224_1422 WAQHINRTAN N~ 2NNNR-27N1T  wasnar nan Irnrnce ~n m



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N DN DN N D DD D NMDN P PP P PR,k
© o0 N o o b~ W N P O O 00 N oo o~ WwN -+, O

Septenber 10, 1998 N G1.S.C. Biloxi Meeting 103

You're going to have nore crine but it's not related
indirectly because of the gaming industry; it's because of nore
and nore people comng in. So | want you to renenber that when
you | ook at statistics, |look at both sides of the statistics of
t he nunbers because of the nunber of people we have here now.

W' ve been able to add nore police departnent and our
police in our departnments so naturally they're out nore often
But the casinos have not brought an increase of crine anynore
t han what has happened in D sneyworld or other areas where you've
had a | arge nunber of grow h.

Another thing | want to talk to you about is the
probl em ganbl er. | know that you all hear about this. You
listen and say, we've got to do sonething. These people suffer
from addictions and we know that, but people also suffer from
addi ctions from al cohol, tobacco, food and conputer Internet.

Very seldom do you see an industry like the gam ng
i ndustry who helps fund programs to help these people. They
can't do it by thenselves. W have to have people in our
churches. W have to have people in our civic organi zations that
try to help. But the gaming industry is putting noney in here,
trying to solve or help solve this problem

They don't get rich off of an addicted ganbler so
they have | ooked at this problem and they are working very hard
to try to solve this problem And al so, those with addictions
must try to help thensel ves. W can't do this by ourselves in
this industry. So they are working to do that and we're proud of
t hat .

In closing, | want to take the opportunity to thank

you today. The gam ng industry has reshaped the future of ny
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city, our counties throughout the state. Many of our residents
wake up every norning, knowng that our city, our state, now
offers career and social opportunities far beyond what we had
bef ore.

| can tell you as a nenber of the M ssissippi House
of Representatives when this was passed, no one ever had the idea
that M ssissippi would grow and we would reach the type of
econom ¢ boons that we have.

It's because we had |egislators who |ooked at |aws
from other areas of the country who had gam ng and we wanted to
make it strict; we wanted to try to do what was right. And
because we have got the type of gam ng industry to come into our
cities that want to also nake it right.

They're not the answer but they were the spark plug.
They're what's opened up to give us nore opportunities to go out
and bring in other industries and to help the citizens of our
state and our city who we represent. Again, thank you for giving
me this opportunity.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you, Mayor Short.
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